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(Translated by Desmond Flower)
Lake Titicaca

ON a dark and sinister night in heavy rain, I left
the Peruvian port of Puiio, where the elaborate
cathedral stands among reeds in the muddy
lagoon that forms the edge of Lake Titicaca,
Bound for La Paz, I had embarked on the Inca,
a steamer brought from England and dragged bit
by bit to this altitude of twelve thousand five
hundred feet. Through a storm belt a hundred
miles wide we felt our way across this sheet of
water, the highest in the world, this black sea of
which the Spanish were so afraid they preferred
to make a detour rather than cross it.

Titicaca means " tin stone/' and indeed the
waters of this " suspended Mediterranean " have
just the thick immobility of liquid tin; it is part
of the mountain, caught in the same vein, heavy
with the same metal. A desert of water, between
reddish banks, reflecting a deserted sky.

Titicaca, an aerial lake so deep that it is useless
to cast anchor; perched so high and flogged by
such storms that the traveller suffers from sea-
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